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" quarter sections " in the wilderness which are not cleared ; there are 
roads which are not made ; there are pictures which are not painted ; 
and so — on. There is room enough for activity, if the want of a field 
for active life he indeed a necessity in England, as the gloomy novels of 
the present day strive to represent to us. 



6. — History of the Town of Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, 
from its first Settlement, in 1630, to the present Time, 1855. By 
Charles Brooks. Boston : James M. Usher. 1855. 8vo. pp. 

576. 

This hook is, in our estimation, second to none of the numerous 
Town Histories which have been issued within the last score of years. 
Its crowning merit is its completeness. "We can conceive of nothing 
which a resident or native of Medford could wish to know about the 
men and events of the place up to the present time, which he could not 
find here. And we may say find emphatically ; for not only is the 
matter all brought within the covers of the book, but the arrangement 
is such as to give a synopsis of each separate branch of the municipal 
history in its own place, and the table of contents is so full and explicit 
as almost to supersede the copious alphabetical index at the close. 
Then, too, the plates and cuts are numerous and admirably executed, 
comprising portraits, churches and public buildings past and present, 
and private residences ojd and new. We have a profound faith in the 
usefulness of such histories. Home attachments, not over-strong in 
New England, need for their vigorous growth deep roots in the past, 
and the more of quaint and curious lore is associated with the spot of 
one's birth, the fonder are the associations which hold him to his old 
moorings, or bring him back to them. Then, too, we believe that this 
kind of history is the best possible introduction to more extended his- 
torical studies. We should like for a boy to become acquainted, first 
of all, with the geography of his father's homestead and his native 
street, then of the hills, ponds, rivers, and islands within the range of a 
holiday's walk, and for him thus to acquire conceptions and terms of 
comparison which he could carry with him to the geography of his 
county, his state, the country, and the world. In like manner we would 
give him ideas of what history is, asks, and teaches, in connection with 
men who have moved, and incidents that have transpired, on the soil he 
daily treads ; and we believe that in no other way could we so surely 
lead him to contemplate the more extended past of national or univer- 
sal history in its reality, its vital interest, and its bearing upon the pres- 
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ent. Mr. Brooks's book is adapted to serve precisely this office. He 
treats Medford as a miniature republic, comprising within itself all the 
elements of a nation's life, having its distinct financial, judicial, legisla- 
tive, and administrative history, and presenting precisely the same 
points of inquiry and curiosity, which would guide similar research into 
the annals of Massachusetts or the archives of the United States. 

But Medford has some peculiar claims upon grateful interest beyond 
the circle of its own children and citizens. Its " village Hampdens " 
have not always owed their eminence to the small space within which 
their light has shone. We find among the natives of the town not a 
few who have held and adorned the highest place in their respective 
professions and lines of service. It may suffice to mention the four 
brothers Francis, all of them brave officers of our Revolutionary army, 
and the eldest slain at the head of his regiment in the battle of "White- 
hall ; John Brooks, equally distinguished as a patriot soldier, a learned 
and humane physician, and an upright and able chief magistrate ; and 
Peter Chardon Brooks, not more conspicuous for his wealth than re- 
spected for his vigorous intellect and honored for his rigid integrity. 
Were we permitted to name the living, whose genius, learning, and 
worth reflect lustre on the place of their nativity, and whose ancestry 
is faithfully traced back to the princely Puritan stock through our au- 
thor's industry, we should surprise our readers, as we have been our- 
selves astonished, by the host of strong men which that little town has 
brought forth and reared. 



7. — A Pronouncing, Explanatory, and Synonymous Dictionary of the 
English Language, with, I. Pronunciation of Greek and Latin 
Proper Names. II. Pronunciation of Scripture Proper Names. 
III. Common Christian Names, with their Signification. IV. Pro- 
nunciation of Modern Geographical Names. V. Abbreviations used 
in Writing and Printing. VI. Phrases and Quotations in Latin, 
French, Italian, and Spanish. VII. The Principal Deities and 
Heroes in Greek and Roman Fabulous History. By Joseph E. 
Worcester, LL. D. Boston : Hickling, Swan, and Brown. 
1855. 8vo. pp. 565. 

We have transferred this long title-page, because it is tantamount to 
a review of the work. No one acquainted with Dr. Worcester's ability, 
learning, modesty, and integrity, will doubt that he has thoroughly ac- 
complished all that he professes to do. As regards orthography, our 
pages are conformed to his standard ; as to pronunciation, we should 



